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ORDINANCE NO. 92- 26 

A COUNTYWIDE ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 

RELATING TO TAXICABS AND OTHER VEHICLES FOR HIRE, 

TO BE KNOWN AS THE VEHICLE FOR HIRE ORDINANCE: 

PROVIDING A SHORT TITLE AND APPLICABILITY; 

PROVIDING AUTHORITY; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; 

PROVIDING FOR COMPLIANCE; PROVIDING FOR 

RECIPROCITY; PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BUSINESS 

LICENSES AND COUNTY PERMITS; PROVIDING FOR MINIMUM 

VEHICLE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR MINIMUM 

LEVELS OF INSURANCE; PROVIDING FOR OPERATOR 

REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR HEARING TO DETERMINE 

NON-COMPLIANCE, REVOCATIONS AND SUSPENSION OF 

PERMITS AND LICENSES, AND ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS; 

PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR APPEALS; 

PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING 

FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE 

CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Chapter 125 (County Government) of the Florida 
Statutes establishes the right and power of counties to 
provide for the health, welfare and safety of the existing and 
future residents by enacting such business regulations 
necessary for the protection of the public; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 
County finds and declares that the public welfare and safety 
of the existing and future residents requires the regulation 
and control of motor vehicles engaged in the transportation of 
persons, within the streets of Palm Beach County, with the 
intent to receive compensation; and 

WHEREAS, all motor vehicles engaged in the transportation 
of persons for compensation in the unincorporated area of Palm 
Beach, as well as many municipalities, may not be subject to 
reasonable regulations necessary to protect those citizens and 
visitors utilizing their services; and 

WHEREAS, Florida Statute Section 125.01(n) (1991) 
authorizes Palm Beach County to license and regulate taxicabs, 
jitneys, limousines for hire, and other passenger vehicles for 
hire that operate in the unincorporated areas of the County: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1. Short Title; Applicability. 


(1) This Ordinance shall be known as the "Palm Beach 
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County Vehicle for Hire Ordinance". 

(2) The provisions of this Ordinance shall be applicable 
to the incorporated and unincorporated areas of Palm Beach 
County. Unless otherwise provided, nothing in this Ordinance 
shall be construed to relieve any person from compliance with 
any applicable County or municipal regulations. 

Section 2. Authority. 

This Ordinance is adopted under the authority of Chapter 
125, Florida Statutes. 

Section 3. Definitions. 

The following words and phrases when used in this 
Ordinance shall have the meanings as set out herein: 

(1) Business License. The term "business license" shall 
mean the authority required by the provisions of this 
ordinance to be obtained by any individual or vehicle for hire 
company not subject to reciprocity, to engage in vehicle for 
hire business in Palm Beach County. 

(2) Compensation. The term "compensation" shall mean a 
return in money, property, or anything of value for the 
rendition of vehicle for hire service. 

(3) County Permit. The term "County Permit" shall mean 
the grant by Palm Beach County to operate one (1) vehicle for 
hire not subject to reciprocity, upon the streets of Palm 
Beach County. 

(4) Division. The term "division" shall mean the Palm 
Beach County Division of Consumer Affairs. 

(5) Individual. The term "individual" includes a 
natural person, partnership, corporation, association, or any 
other legal entity. 

(6) Jitney. The term "Jitney" shall mean any non- 
metered vehicle for hire which may or may not operate at 
regular intervals over a designated route, and which fixed 
fares or rates may be charged for services. 

(7) Limousine. The term "Limousine" shall mean a 


chauffeur-driven, non-metered passenger vehicle for hire, 
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including, but not limited to, modified-for-the-purpose luxury 
limousines or full-sized luxury sedans, providing seating 
accommodations for not more than nine (9) persons, excluding 
the driver, and whose rates are determined on an hourly, 
daily, weekly or monthly rental of the vehicle and the 
chauffeur, or a combination of rental and mileage charges, 
with a minimum rental period of one hour. 

(8) Reciprocity. The term "Reciprocity" shall mean the 
recognition by Palm Beach County of certain municipal 
authorization to enable the operation of a vehicle for hire 
upon the streets of Palm Beach County, pursuant to this 
Ordinance. 

(9) Taxicab. The term "Taxicab" shall mean a chauffeur- 
driven, metered, passenger vehicle engaged in the general 
transportation of persons for hire, not operated on a fixed 
route, and the route or destination is controlled by the 
passengers therein. 

(10) Vehicle for Hire. The term "Vehicle for Hire" shall 
mean any motorized, self-propelled vehicle engaged in the 
transportation of persons upon the streets of Palm Beach 
County with the intent to receive compensation for providing 
such transportation, and shall include, but not be limited to, 
taxicabs, jitneys and limousines. The term shall not be 
construed to include ambulances or other pre-hospital service 
providers. 

(11) Vehicle for Hire Company. The term "Vehicle for 
Hire Company" shall mean any individual, partnership, 
association, corporation or other legal entity which holds 
permits for or contracts with one or more vehicles for hire, 
provides vehicles or services to drivers of vehicles for hire, 
or which operates a central dispatch for one or more vehicles 
for hire. 

Section 4. Compliance with Ordinance required. 

(1) The operation of vehicles for hire within and upon 


the streets of Palm Beach County shall be subject to the 
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conditions, restrictions and regulations set forth in this 
Ordinance. It shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle for 
hire within and upon such streets except as provided herein; 
however, this Ordinance shall not apply to the following: 

(a) Vehicles operated by a governmental agency; 

(b) Vehicles tendering transportation services not for 
compensation; 

(c) Vehicles owned and operated by hotels and motels 
which provide transportation services for their 
guests only, for which the guest does not incur a 
separate charge; 

(d) Transportation activities licensed by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission; 

(e) Discharge within the regulatory purview of this 
Ordinance of a passenger picked up pursuant to 
legal authority in either a municipality or another 
county; 

(f) Operation of motor vehicles for the transportation 
of passengers, not for compensation, between the 
vicinity of their residences and the vicinity of 
their places of work, in an arrangement commonly 
known as a "car pool" or “van pool”. 

Section 5. Reciprocity. 

An individual or vehicle for hire company while in 
possession of valid municipal vehicle for hire authority 
meeting the insurance requirements of Section 8 of this 
Ordinance, shall have reciprocity and be made exempt from the 
license and permit requirements of this Ordinance. However, 
all vehicles operating pursuant to reciprocity shall meet the 
vehicle safety requirements of section 7 of this ordinance, 
and each vehicle for hire operator shall meet the operator 
requirements of section 9 of this Ordinance. 

Section 6. Business License and County Permit. 

(1) Business License. An individual or vehicle for hire 


company not exempt pursuant to section 5. shall make 
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application to the Division for a business license. A 


business license shall be issued after providing fully legible 


copies of: 


(a) 
(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


(£) 


(g) 


(h) 


(2) 


company 


Its legal and/or trade name; 

Its local or Florida business address; 

The number, make, model and year of manufacture of 
each vehicle for hire for which a county permit is 
sought; 

The vehicle identification number and license tag 
number of each vehicle; 

The name, address and telephone number of each 
person who will or may operate a vehicle for hire, 
a copy of such individual's driver's license, anda 
sworn statement from each operator that he/she 
meets the operator requirements of section 9 of 
this ordinance; 

Appropriate certificates, permits, licenses and 
other authorization issued by a municipality, if 
any; 

Other reasonable, relevant information as may be 
required by the Division; and 

Receipt by the Division of a business license fee 
in an amount set forth by resolution of the Board. 


County Permit. An individual or vehicle for hire 


not exempt pursuant to section 5. shall make 


application to the division for a county permit for each 


vehicle for hire. Each vehicle for hire shall be issued a 


County permit upon: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


Verification of the information submitted pursuant 
to subsection (1) above; 

Certification evidencing compliance with the 
insurance requirements of section 8 of this 
Ordinance; 

Receipt of appropriate documentation or a sworn 


statement that the vehicle(s) for which the permit 
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is sought meets the minimum vehicle safety 
requirements of section 7 this Ordinance; 

(d) Receipt of a sworn statement that the operator of 
the vehicle for which the permit is sought meets 
the minimum requirements of section 9 of this 
Ordinance; and 

(e) Receipt by the Division of a permit fee in an 
amount set forth by resolution of the Board. 

(3) Each county permit and business license issued 
pursuant to this section shall be valid and effective for one 
(1) year, terminating on December 31 of each year. Upon 
issuance of a county permit, a such authority shall be 
displayed or made available in the vehicle at all times ina 
manner specified by the Division. 

(4) A permit holder may renew a county permit upon 
application to the Division evidencing continued compliance 
with the provisions of this Ordinance, and payment of a 
renewal fee in an amount set forth by resolution of the Board. 

(5) No county permit may be sold, assigned or otherwise 
transferred. 

(6) Any change in the information submitted pursuant to 
subsection (1) or (2) above shall be provided to the Division 
within ten (10) days. Failure to provide such notice may 
result in the suspension or revocation of a permit. 

(8) Compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall in no way relieve an individual or vehicle for hire 
company from compliance with all municipal, county, state and 
federal laws. 

Section 7. Vehicle Safety Requirements. 

(1) All side and rear windows shall operate, and possess 
no breakage, cracks or pits that impair visibility or hinder 
the safety of passengers. No windows on vehicles for hire 
shall be composed of, covered by, or treated with, an material 
which would cause the vehicle to be in violation of sections 


316.2951 - 316.2956, Florida Statutes (1991). 
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(2) Vehicle interior must be clean, sanitary, and free 
of torn upholstery or floor coverings and from damaged or 
broken seats; 

(3) All doors must have operating handles which allow 
opening from both the inside and outside, and door hinges and 
latches must function properly; 

(4) Seat belts shall be in operating condition and 
easily accessible by all passengers; 

(5) All vehicles for hire shall be equipped with a fully 
functioning heating and air conditioning system; 

(6) All vehicles for hire shall be equipped with a light 
capable of illuminating the interior of the vehicle for hire, 
controlled by the operation of the doors or manually 
controlled by the driver. 

Section 8. Liability Insurance. 

The coverage shall be equal to or greater than One 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) for injuries per 
occurrence or accident, Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) 
for injuries per person in any one occurrence or accident, and 
Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) for property damage in 
any one occurrence or accident. The policy shall have as 
insurer thereon an insurance company authorized to do business 
in the State of Florida. In addition, the policy shall 
provide that the holder's insurance coverage may neither 
expire nor be canceled prior to thirty (30) days after the 
Division receives written notice of said expiration or 
cancellation from the insurance carrier. Evidence of the 
renewal of the policy shall be filed with the Division prior 
to such policy's expiration date. Failure to file such 
evidence of insurance, or failure to have same in full force 
and effect, may be cause for the permit(s) to be suspended or 
revoked. In addition, all insurance policies provided 
hereunder shall be subject to the approval of the Palm Beach 
County Risk Management Department, who may, when necessary, 


reasonably adjust the limits of coverage required in this 
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Ordinance. 


Section 9. Operator Requirements; Failure to Comply. 

(1) Requirements. The operator requirements shall be as 
follows: 

(a) At least eighteen (18) years of age; 

(b) A valid State of Florida Class D license; 

(c) No conviction or plea of guilty or nolo contendere, 
within the preceding ten (10) years to any offense 
relating to driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence. 

(d) No revocation or suspension, for a felony or first 
degree misdemeanor in the three (3) years preceding 
the date of permit application, of a State of 
Florida driver's chauffeur's or Class D license. 

(e) No more than two (2) traffic infractions resulting 
in accidents in the three years preceding the date 
of the current permit year. 

(2) Failure to comply with the provisions of this 
Section may result in denial of a permit, revocation or 
Suspension of the permit(s), a denial of renewal of such 
permits, or other such remedies available to the Division 


herein. 


Section 10. Hearing to Determine Non-Compliance; 
Revocation and Suspension of Permit; Appeal. 


(1) Hearing. Whenever there is reasonable cause to 
believe that an individual or vehicle for hire company has 
violated or is violating the provisions of this Ordinance, the 
Division may issue notice to such individual or company to 
appear before the Consumer Affairs Hearing Board, at a fixed 
time and place, to consider said complaint. The notice shall 
be in writing and shall be sent to the individual or company 
no later than fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the 
hearing. 

(2) Suspension of Permit or license. If, at the 


conclusion of the hearing, the Consumer Affairs Hearing Board 
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decides to suspend the individual or vehicle for hire 
company's permit(s) or license, a time certain shall be set as 
the period of suspension. Prior to the end of such time 
certain, those violations for which the suspension was imposed 
shall be corrected; otherwise, the suspended permit(s) or 
license will be automatically revoked. A fee of fifty 
percent (50%) of the new permit fee shall be collected to 
reinstate the suspended permit or license. 

(3) Revocation of Permit or license. If, at the 
conclusion of the hearing, the Consumer Affairs Hearing Board 
decides to revoke a permit or business license, the individual 
or vehicle for hire company shall remove and/or return the 
County permit or license to the Division. An individual or 
vehicle for hire company whose permit or license has been 
revoked shall not be eligible to reapply as a new applicant 
for a period of six (6) months from the date of revocation. 

(4) Administrative Appeal. Any individual or vehicle 
for hire company which has been denied a county permit or 
business license by the Division, may appeal such decision to 
the Consumer Affairs Hearing Board within twenty (20) days of 
receipt of the decision. The appeal shall be reviewed at a 
hearing of the Consumer Affairs Hearing Board within sixty 
(60) days of receipt by the Division of the request for 
appeal. 

(5) Orders. At the conclusion of any hearing set forth 
in subsections (2) - (4) above, the Consumer Affairs Hearing 
Board shall orally render its decision (order) based on 
evidence entered into the record. The decision shall be by 
motion approved by the affirmative vote of those members 
present and voting. The decision shall be stated in a written 
order and mailed to the appellant not later than ten (10) days 
after the hearing, and shall be deemed final agency action 
with regard to the matter appealed. 

Section 11. Enforcement. 


Failure to comply with the requirements of this Ordinance 
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shall constitute a violation of a County Ordinance, and shall 
be punished, upon conviction, pursuant to Section 125.69(1), 
Florida Statutes by a fine not to exceed $500.00 per violation 
or imprisonment not exceeding sixty (60) days, or both such 
fine or imprisonment. Each permit or license not in 
compliance and each day in which a violation of this Ordinance 
exists shall constitute a separate offense. In addition to 
the sanctions contained herein, the County shall take any 
other appropriate legal action, including, but not limited to, 
administrative action and requests for temporary and permanent 
injunctions to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance. It 
is the purpose of this Ordinance to provide additional 
cumulative remedies. 

Section 12. Appeals. 

Any person may appeal a final determination of the 
Consumer Affairs Hearing Board within thirty (30) days of the 
rendition of the decision by filing a writ of certiorari in 
the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit in and for 
Palm Beach County, Florida. 

Section 13. Fees. 

All fees required by this Ordinance and established by 
resolution shall be deposited in a separate county account and 
shall be used exclusively to accomplish the purposes of this 
Ordinance. 

Section 14. Repeal of Laws in Conflict. 

All local laws and ordinances applying to the 
unincorporated area of Palm Beach County in conflict with any 
provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent 
of any conflict. 

Section 15. Severability. 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
word of this ordinance is for any reason held by the Court to 
be unconstitutional, inoperative or void, it is the intent of 
the Board of County Commissioners that such holding shall not 


affect the remainder of this ordinance. 


10 


. a eee ee 


10 


ti 
i2 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 


20 
eL 


22 


23 


24 


29 


26 


27 


28 


29 


Section 16. Inclusion in the Code of Laws and Ordinances. 

The provision of this ordinance shall become and be made 
a part of the code of laws and ordinances of Palm Beach 
County, Florida. The Sections of the ordinance may be 
renumbered or relettered to accomplish such, and the word 
"ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," or any 
other appropriate word. 

Section 17. Effective Date. 

The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective 


October 1, 1992. 


APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners 


of Palm Beach County, on the 15th day of 


September p La 92 ‘ y 
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PALM ,BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
BY ITS BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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